
Hi everyone, 
 

I experience the season following Easter as kind of strange. Something is missing.  
 

Whatever you think happened on this first Easter morning, however you describe the 
meaning and significance of Jesus’ death and resurrection (or the lack thereof), there is 

something missing. What’s missing is part of the answer to the question, “Now what?” 
 

From a historical perspective, there is a surprisingly strong case for the resurrection of 
Jesus. (I can point you to helpful resources if you are interested in exploring this 

further.)  
 

But of course, the resurrection of Jesus is more about your ideology or theology than it 
is about your historical knowledge or convictions. If, on the basis of ideology or 

theology, a person rising from death is an impossibility, then all historical evidence may 

or may not make a difference. 
 

At the same time, however much you might want to, you cannot convince yourself 
that Jesus has been raised from the dead.  

This is the challenge though: 
the meaning of Jesus’ resurrection cannot be divorced from you and your response here 

and now. Trying to understand the meaning and significance of Jesus’ resurrection apart 
from our response today, here and now, is bound to fail because the meaning will 

remain abstract and distant until our response today is like the first flowers appearing in 
spring. 

 
Jesus’ resurrection is the first sign of the new creation showing that things do not have 

to remain the way they are. There is hope. God is working towards the day when all 
creation can flourish. Jesus’ resurrection is a turning point, the launching of the new 

creation within the old. It really is a revolution that Jesus started because the new 

disrupts the old.  

• Where do you see signs of hope?  

• What is one thing you can do to make the new visible within the old?  

Wouldn’t it be lovely to share some of the signs of hope with each other as well as ways 

of making the new creation visible within the old?  

Please send me your ideas, pictures, songs, or activities. The signs of hope that you see 
might be exactly what someone else needs to see or hear right now. 

 
I feel like I need to point out something very sensitive here. It seems possible to affirm 

and believe in the resurrection of Jesus in the abstract without it affecting how one 
walks through life here and now. At the same time, it is possible to live in such a way 

that makes the new creation visible here and now within the old while not affirming and 
believing in the resurrection of Jesus in the abstract. Does this make sense? What is 

more important? What do you think God cares about more? The abstract affirmation or 
the visible tangible expression and signs of the new creation? 

 



 
Please share the signs of hope that you see as well as ideas for making the new creation 

visible within the old. What you have to share might be exactly what someone else 
needs to hear. 

 
With that in mind, here is the link to the reading assigned for today: 2nd Sunday of 

Easter, Apr. 11th, 2021 
 

I also included the slides as images below in case the link does not work for you. 
 

Spring is coming. You might get excited like some of the elk but please be safe out 
there! The pandemic is not over yet. 

 
Andreas 
 

https://1drv.ms/p/s!AhIsmK7XfsGDlAsGiQMm3JVmt1DT
https://1drv.ms/p/s!AhIsmK7XfsGDlAsGiQMm3JVmt1DT


 

 

                                     

                           

 s you read the passage from the  ospel of John assigned for today, 
notice what  ta    o t to  o  a   what               t o   

 nce you read it, go back to the word, phrase, or part that stood out or 
raised questions and       t o  what  t     a     o          a   

   ht    

 oh          

  That  unday evening the disciples were meeting behind locked doors 
because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders. 

 uddenly, Jesus was standing there among them 
  eace be with you, he said.

   s he spoke, he showed them the wounds in his hands and his side. 
They were filled with  oy when they saw the  ord 

                           



 

 

   gain he said,
  eace be with you.  s the  ather has sent me, so   am sending you. 

  Then he breathed on them and said,   eceive the  oly  pirit.    f you 
forgive anyone s sins, they are forgiven.  f you do not forgive them, they 

are not forgiven. 

   ne of the twelve disciples, Thomas (nicknamed the Twin), was not 
with the others when Jesus came.

  They told him,  We have seen the  ord   
 ut he replied,    won t believe it unless   see the nail wounds in his 

hands, put my fingers into them, and place my hand into the wound in 
his side. 

                           

   ight days later the disciples were together again, and this time 
Thomas was with them. 

The doors were locked  but suddenly, as before, Jesus was standing 
among them.   eace be with you, he said.

  Then he said to Thomas,   ut your finger here, and look at my hands. 
 ut your hand into the wound in my side.  on t be faithless any longer. 

 elieve  
    y  ord and my  od   Thomas e claimed.

  Then Jesus told him,   ou believe because you have seen me.  lessed 
are those who believe without seeing me. 

                           



 

 

 What stands out to you about the behaviour of Jesus  friends  
  nything in particular that resonates with you 

The passage concludes with Jesus  statement   lessed are those who 
believe without seeing me.  

To be blessed means that  od is for you and working through you. 
The notion of blessing is always linked to partnering with  od and working 

towards the flourishing of all creation.

 ut what then does it mean to believe   n the original  reek it would be 
obvious that  to believe  is a verb, a word describing an action.  To believe  
is about what kind of person you are and what you do.  To believe  does 
not refer to a set of propositional truth claims that you have to agree with. 
 nstead, the  reek root of the word has to do with faithfulness. The same 
word is used to talk about  od s loving faithfulness. This means that  to 

believe  is about a faithful response to  od s loving faithfulness towards us. 
 aith and  to believe  are about reciprocal faithfulness.

                           

 ne way to believe, or respond to  od s faithfulness faithfully, is to 
forgive others.  erse    of our reading must be understood through this 

lens    f you forgive anyone s sins, they are forgiven.  f you do not 
forgive them, they are not forgiven.  

 emember that sin is all that which keeps us and all of creation from 
flourishing.  orgiving sin is about removing and working against all that 

which hinders flourishing. 
 n other words, what Jesus is saying here is along the lines of   on t you 
dare not forgive sins.  on t you dare not working towards the flourishing 
of all creation. That s what   am all about and  to believe,  to follow me, 
means doing what   am all about  working towards the flourishing of all 

creation.  

 t is the e perience of the church as a hierarchical institution that can 
make us hear this verse differently but it is meant to be an invitation to 
all of us to partner with  od and participate in the revolution started by 

Jesus making the new creation visible within the old.
                           



 

  an you think of anything you can do to make the new creation in 
some way, however partially, visible here and now 

  re there any signs of hope you have seen lately  
 What convinces you that things do not have to remain the way they 

are 

 lease share what you see with us  What you see or your ideas of how to 
make the new creation visible within the old might be e actly what we 

need to hear 

                           


