Hi everyone,

Over the last few weeks, we have been exploring what has been called the Lord’s prayer. Today we are briefly looking at what it means to pray, as Jesus taught us, “may your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.”

What you think it means to pray “May your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven,” and the thoughts this phrase triggers for you, reveals a lot about who God is to you. 
Take some time to reflect on what praying “may your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven,” does to you. 
· What are your responses? 
· What does your response say about who God is to you, your image of God?
Behind how many people pray to, think, and talk about God is this understanding of God as a distant and controlling authority figure at best. To some, God seems even vindictive. Needless to say, with such a God image, praying “May your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven,” is anything but life-giving. In fact, without the conviction that God is good and desires the flourishing of all of creation, praying “may your will be done on earth,” is counter intuitive.

Just before his arrest by the soldiers who were going to kill him, Jesus was praying in a garden feeling burdened. He said to his friends, “My soul is crushed with grief” (Mat. 26:38). Jesus was struggling like you and me. Praying, Jesus said to God, “If it is possible, let this cup of suffering be taken away from me. Yet I want your will to be done, not mine” (Mat. 26:39). Jesus was able to pray “may your will be done” because he knew fully how deeply God loves all of us.

This is what prayer is all about: growing in our understanding of God’s overabundant and unrestricted love for all of creation. Prayer is not about being like spoiled children asking God and receiving what we want. Prayer is about learning about and moving to this place where Jesus always was: knowing fully that God is the One who calls us beloved.

When we grow in God’s love, we will also grow in our desire to partner with God to make this unconditional love visible around us by working towards the day when all of creation can flourish. 
Praying “may your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven” is about anchoring ourselves in God’s unconditional love for us which liberates us to participate in what God desires, her will: the flourishing of all of creation.



Praying “may your will be done,” especially right now during the pandemic, is all about hope and finding a way forward because it is God’s will and desire that all humans, in fact all of creation, may flourish. So take a moment to cherish the following claims:
· God wants you to flourish
· You are loved the way you are
· Seeing you puts a smile of joy and delight on God’s face

Remembering what God desires, what her will is, let's pray “May your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.”

Take a look at the following image as a way to practice prayer and to grow in God’s love:
[image: ]

If you are interested in exploring a way forward from how things are right now towards how things are supposed to be, you might find the story from the book of Acts for today helpful.

Here is the link to the slides for today: Sunday Mar. 7th, 2021

Just in case the link does not work for you, I also included the slides as images below.

As always, I would love to hear from you! Please do not hesitate to reach out by phone, text, or email.

Andreas
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              As you read the story below, pay attention to what stands out to you and  what raises questions.  Do you see yourself in this story?   Is ther e an invitation in this story for you?  What are you invited to be, do, or change?   What does this story say about what it means to follow Jesus? Acts  17:1 - 15  Paul and Silas then traveled through the towns of Amphipolis and  Apollonia and came to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish  synagogue. 2 As was Paul’s custom, he went to the synagogue service,  and for three Sabbaths in a row he used the Scriptures to reason with the  people. 3 He explained the prophecies and proved that the Messiah must  suffer and rise from the dead. He said, “This Jesus I’m telling you about is  the Messiah.”  Click to move to next slide
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4 Some of the Jews who listened were persuaded and joined Paul and
Silas, along with many God-fearing Greek men and quite a few prominent
women.[a]

5 But some of the Jews were jealous, so they gathered some
troublemakers from the marketplace to form a mob and start a riot. They
attacked the home of Jason, searching for Paul and Silas so they could
drag them out to the crowd.[2] ¢ Not finding them there, they dragged out
Jason and some of the other believersl€l instead and took them before the
city council.

“Paul and Silas have caused trouble all over the world,” they shouted,
“and now they are here disturbing our city, too.? And Jason has
welcomed them into his home. They are all guilty of treason against
Caesar, for they profess allegiance to another king, named Jesus.”

8 The people of the city, as well as the city council, were thrown into
turmoil by these reports. 2 So the officials forced Jason and the other
believers to post bond, and then they released them.
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              4 Some of the Jews who listened were persuaded and joined Paul and  Silas, along with many God - fearing Greek men and quite a few prominent  women. [ a ]  5 But some of the Jews were jealous, so they gathered some  troublemakers from the marketplace to form a mob and start a riot. They  attacked the home of Jason, searching for Paul and Silas so they could  drag them out to the crowd. [ b ] 6 Not finding them there, they dragged out  Jason and some of the other believers [ c ] instead and took them before the  city council.  “Paul and Silas have caused trouble all over the world,” they shouted,  “and now they are here disturbing our city, too. 7 And Jason has  welcomed them into his home. They are all guilty of treason against  Caesar, for they profess allegiance to another king, named Jesus.” 8 The people of the city, as well as the city council, were thrown into  turmoil by these reports. 9 So the officials forced Jason and the other  believers to post bond, and then they released them.  Click to move to next slide
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10 That very night the believers sent Paul and Silas to Berea. When they
arrived there, they went to the Jewish synagogue. 1t And the people of
Berea were more open-minded than those in Thessalonica, and they
listened eagerly to Paul’s message. They searched the Scriptures day
after day to see if Paul and Silas were teaching the truth.

12 As a result, many Jews believed, as did many of the prominent Greek
women and men.

13 But when some Jews in Thessalonica learned that Paul was preaching
the word of God in Berea, they went there and stirred up trouble. 14 The
believers acted at once, sending Paul on to the coast, while Silas and
Timothy remained behind. 15 Those escorting Paul went with him all the
way to Athens; then they returned to Berea with instructions for Silas
and Timothy to hurry and join him.
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              10 That very night the believers sent Paul and Silas to Berea. When they  arrived there, they went to the Jewish synagogue. 11 And the people of  Berea were more open - minded than those in Thessalonica, and they  listened eagerly to Paul’s message. They searched the Scriptures day  after day to see if Paul and Silas were teaching the truth. 12 As a result, many Jews believed, as did many of the prominent Greek  women and men . 13 But when some Jews in Thessalonica learned that Paul was preaching  the word of God in Berea, they went there and stirred up trouble. 14 The  believers acted at once, sending Paul on to the coast, while Silas and  Timothy remained behind. 15 Those escorting Paul went with him all the  way to Athens; then they returned to Berea with instructions for Silas  and Timothy to hurry and join him.  Click to move to next slide


image10.png
The people Paula and Silas were talking to were Jews in diaspora and
the people connected to them. They were displaced people living far
away from their homeland. For them, things were obviously not the way
they are supposed to be. They lived in a space characterized by this
sense of being in the wrong place at the wrong time.

There was also oppression and injustice stemming from living as a
minority in the Roman Empire.

Within this context, the Jewish people were holding on to this hope that
one day God would send someone to liberate them and make things
right again. The language they used to talk about this hope is connected
to this promise that one day God would send a Messiah, someone who
would lead the Jewish people forward. Paul and Silas claimed that Jesus
is this person.
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              The people Paula and Silas were talking to were Jews in diaspora and  the people connected to them. They were displaced people living far  away from their homeland. For them, things were obviously not the way  they are supposed to be. They lived in a space characterized by this  sense of being in the wrong place at the wrong time.  There was also oppression and injustice stemming from living as a  minority in the Roman Empire.  Within this context, the Jewish people were holding on to this hope that  one day God would send someone to liberate them and make things  right again. The language they used to talk about this hope is connected  to this promise that one day God would send a Messiah, someone who  would lead the Jewish people forward. Paul and Silas claimed that Jesus  is this person.  Click to move to next slide
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Throughout the book of Acts we hear about how God desires to provide
a way forward for everyone.

» How can Jesus be the way forward for us today within our context
with its unique challenges?

Jesus provides a way forward for us today by inviting us to become
certain kind of people.
We are invited to live in such a way that the way things are supposed to
be becomes reality around us.

God desires for everyone to flourish.

» How can we partner with God and participate in this mission of
working towards the day when all things will be the way they are
supposed to be?
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              Throughout the book of Acts we hear about how God desires to provide  a way forward for everyone.   How  can Jesus be the way forward for us today within our context  with its unique challenges? Jesus provides a way forward for us today by inviting us to become  certain kind of people.  We are invited to live in such a way that the way things are supposed to  be becomes reality around us.  God desires for everyone to flourish.   How can we partner with God and participate in this mission of  working towards the day when all things will be the way they are  supposed to be?  Click to move to next slide
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Paul and Silas claimed that Jesus is the One who is making things right.
» How does Jesus do that?

Jesus’ life reveals that things do not have to remain the way they are!

» There is hope!

» Change for the better is possible.
» Love is stronger than death.

» Self-sacrificial love overcomes evil.

Jesus initiated a new way of being human.
We are invited to follow his example.
We have been liberated to become more like Jesus.

Imagine what can happen when all of us become more like Jesus as
summarized on the following slide.
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              Paul and Silas claimed that Jesus is the One who is making things right.   How does Jesus do that?  Jesus’ life reveals that things do not have to remain the way they are!   There  is hope!   Change  for the better is possible.   Love  is stronger than death.   Self - sacrificial  love overcomes evil.  Jesus  initiated a new way of being human.  We  are invited to follow his example.  We  have been liberated to become more like Jesus. Imagine what can happen when all of us become more like Jesus as  summarized on the following slide.  Click to move to next slide
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FIVE WAYS TO BECOME MORE LIKE JESUS
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                                                                                                                                Thinking things through,  sharing  wisdom, and helping  others make wise decisions.  Caring  for others like a  shepherd cares for sheep.  Welcoming  and  connecting with people  from all walks of life.  Liberating  and helping  others to become who  they are meant to be and  become/remain  faithful.  Being  a sent people  participating in God’s  ongoing  mission of restoring  all of creation.                                                                                                Click to move to next slide Five ways to become more like Jesus  Click to move to next slide
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Take a moment to bring to your mind where you have seen people that
remind you of Jesus in each one of these five ways.

» In what ways are you like Jesus?
» In what ways can you grow?

Perhaps you are good at becoming more like Jesus in all five ways.
I know I struggle with some more than others.

We need each other!
Together we can grow to become the people we are meant to be.
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BN “the silence is uncomfortable for me”

773

R
i
3

The reason we are so afraid of silence and solitude is because in these spaces we confront

our interior poverty. In prayer we often participate with God through words, sentences, paragraphs
composed with the desite to connect to the Creator of all things. Yet in a life of constant giving,
our composed prayers seem parched from a deep dryness of self-emptying, To be silent,

act of being drawn /uzo instead of being drawn from.

to be alone, is the ve
The move from activity to inactivity, that is to say from doing to being,

is to allow the Well Spring of Life to fill all that must be deep for a life of giving.
You can only give from what you have been given.

Be still and let yourself be given.
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As you read the story below, pay attention to what stands out to you and
what raises questions.

» Do you see yourself in this story?

» Is there an invitation in this story for you?

» What are you invited to be, do, or change?

» What does this story say about what it means to follow Jesus?

Acts 17:1-15

Paul and Silas then traveled through the towns of Amphipolis and
Apollonia and came to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish
synagogue. 2 As was Paul’s custom, he went to the synagogue service,
and for three Sabbaths in a row he used the Scriptures to reason with the
people. 3 He explained the prophecies and proved that the Messiah must
suffer and rise from the dead. He said, “"This Jesus I'm telling you about is
the Messiah.”
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