
Hi everyone, 
 

Why is this Friday, when we are intentional about remembering Jesus’ crucifixion, called 
Good Friday? What is good about it?  

 
Even if we find goodness in what happened 2000 years ago, why and how can it possibly 

be meaningful and significant for us today?  
 

For 2000 years people have looked for ways to find satisfying answers to these 
questions. It is important to recognize that there was never one way to explain the 

significance and meaning of Jesus’ death that fully satisfied all questions for everyone.  
Questions are “good,” especially on “Good” Friday! 

 
I mentioned the significance of this festival/event called Passover for understanding the 

meaning and significance of Jesus’ death before. Perhaps like some of you, I don’t know 

or understand all the details. I am thankful for N.T. Wright’s detailed analysis concluding 
that “what matters is that the entire Passover context made sense of the entire event 

that Jesus envisaged as he went up to Jerusalem for that final visit. Passover said, 
‘Freedom—now!’ and ‘Kingdom—now!’ This seems to be exactly what Jesus wanted to 

convey or, better, what Jesus believed would happen. He was not, after all, offering a 
new theory for people to get their minds around. He was announcing that something 

was happening and that it would happen immediately, an event through which freedom 
and kingdom would become realities in a whole new way. He was launching a 

revolution.       (Wright, The Day the Revolution Began, 96) 
 

A catch all phrase to capture the meaning and significance of Jesus’ death is “the 
forgiveness of sins.” But that is not primarily, and certainly not exclusively, about 

individual piety or morality.  
 

 

Wright helps explain why it has become so difficult to understand why this Friday, when 
we remember Jesus’ crucifixion, is called Good Friday: 

“We have all too often imagined ‘sin’ as the breaking of arbitrary commandments and 
‘death’ as the severe penalty inflicted by an unblinking divine Justice on all who fail to 

toe the line. We have then tried to insert Jesus and his death into this picture, so that an 
unblinking divine Justice kills him instead. This doesn’t look good.”  

(Wright, The Day the Revolution Began, 56)  
 

 
Some "Christians" are committed to this way of thinking because they find some verses 

in the Bible that support this way of thinking. But that is the definition of “proof-
texting:” taking verses out of their context and pasting them into an abstract framework 

rather than the overarching narrative of Scripture. 

 

So what then does this catch all phrase to capture the significance of Jesus’ 

death, “the forgiveness of sins,” mean within its proper context?  



Wright explains that “the hope of Israel, expressed variously in the Torah, Prophets, and 
Psalms, was not for a rescue operation that would snatch Israel (or humans or the 

faithful) from the world, but for a rescue operation that would be for the world, an 
operation through which redeemed humans would play once more the role for which 

they were designed. It was the hope for a renewed world in which justice and mercy 
would reign forever. Jesus was explaining not that this hope had been abandoned in 

favor of ‘saved souls going to heaven,’ but that this hope for new creation had been 
fulfilled in a shockingly unexpected way” (Wright, The Day the Revolution Began, 79).  

 
Jesus’ death on the cross is this “shockingly unexpected way” of God launching 

the new creation within the old. 
 

As you read the passage for today keep in mind what the author is doing. Mark, the 
author of the passage for today, is painting “a picture of Jesus’s death not in terms of an 

angry father lashing out at an innocent and defenseless son, but in terms of someone 

embodying the love of God himself, acting as the personal expression of that love all the 
way to his death.” (Wright, The Day the Revolution Began, 107).  

Put another way, the cross shockingly and surprisingly paints the picture of God as 
a Good Shepherd willing to even suffer death. We must resist the temptation to jump to 

abstract claims explaining what Jesus’ death means and does for us. 
 

Again, the meaning and significance of Jesus’ death emerges properly from within the 
overarching story of Scripture, rather than within the context of theories about how 

“atonement” works. 
 

Within its historical context and within the context of the overarching story of 
Scripture, Jesus’ death is about God’s mission of working towards the 

flourishing of all creation.  
The cross within context shows that God herself is working towards reconciliation 

and providing a turning point in Jesus. 

 
Wright points out that “the Christian world has for so long clung to and taught a 

meaning of ‘redemption’ that involves ‘saved souls going to heaven’ that it takes quite 
an effort of the imagination to come to terms with the New Testament’s message, that 

what we are promised in the gospel is the kingdom of God coming ‘on earth as in 
heaven’”       (Wright, The Day the Revolution Began, 79). 

 
It is worth the effort. And with that in mind, here is the link to the slides with the 

passage for today: What is good about Good Friday? Apr. 2nd, 2021 
 

I also included the slides as images below in case the link does not work for you. 
 

If you have any thoughts/comments/questions please let me know. It is always good to 
chat! 

 

Also, the Scavenger Hunt is still happening so you can get your marigold. In addition, 
the Jasper Museum donated printed posters of Mt. Edith Cavell which are available for 

free as part of the Scavenger Hunt. For more information about the Scavenger Hunt, 
check out the poster below. 

https://1drv.ms/p/s!AhIsmK7XfsGDlAedHbDYJsJvsYSM


 

 

                          
                           

                           

             
  A passerby named  imon, who was from Cyrene,  o was coming in from

the countryside  ust then, and the soldiers forced him to carry Jesus  
cross. ( imon was the father of Alexander and Rufus.)   And they 

brought Jesus to a place called Golgotha (which means  Place of the 
 kull ).   They offered him wine drugged with myrrh, but he refused it.

  Then the soldiers nailed him to the cross. 
They divided his clothes and threw dice  p to decide who would get each

piece.   It was nine o clock in the morning when they crucified him.   A 
sign announced the charge against him. It read,  The King of the 

Jews.   Two revolutionaries q were crucified with him, one on his right
and one on his left. r 

  The people passing by shouted abuse, shaking their heads in mockery. 
  a!  ook at you now!  they yelled at him.   ou said you were going to 

destroy the Temple and rebuild it in three days.   Well then, save 
yourself and come down from the cross! 



 

 

                           

  The leading priests and teachers of religious law also mocked Jesus.   e 
saved others,  they scoffed,  but he can t save himself!    et this 

 essiah, this King of Israel, come down from the cross so we can see it 
and believe him!   ven the men who were crucified with Jesus ridiculed 

him.

  At noon, darkness fell across the whole land until three o clock.   Then 
at three o clock Jesus called out with a loud voice,                  

             which means   y God, my God, why have you abandoned 
me  

   ome of the bystanders misunderstood and thought he was calling for 
the prophet  li ah.    ne of them ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, 

holding it up to him on a reed stick so he could drink.  Wait!  he said. 
  et s see whether  li ah comes to take him down! 

                           

  Then Jesus uttered another loud cry and breathed his last.

  And the curtain in the sanctuary of the Temple was torn in two, from 
top to bottom.

  When the Roman officer t who stood facing him  u saw how he had
died, he exclaimed,  This man truly was the  on of God! 

   ome women were there, watching from a distance, including  ary 
 agdalene,  ary (the mother of James the younger and of Joseph  v ),

and  alome.   They had been followers of Jesus and had cared for him 
while he was in Galilee.  any other women who had come with him to 

Jerusalem were also there.



 
                           

  This all happened on Friday, the day of preparation, w the day before
the  abbath. 

As evening approached,   Joseph of Arimathea took a risk and went to 
Pilate and asked for Jesus  body. (Joseph was an honored member of the 

high council, and he was waiting for the Kingdom of God to come.)

  Pilate couldn t believe that Jesus was already dead, so he called for the 
Roman officer and asked if he had died yet.   The officer confirmed that 

Jesus was dead, so Pilate told Joseph he could have the body.

  Joseph bought a long sheet of linen cloth. Then he took Jesus  body 
down from the cross, wrapped it in the cloth, and laid it in a tomb that 
had been carved out of the rock. Then he rolled a stone in front of the 

entrance.    ary  agdalene and  ary the mother of Joseph saw where 
Jesus  body was laid.



 



 
 


