Hi everyone,

This week we are exploring the story of Jesus’ final days leading to his death and resurrection. These stories are part of larger narratives about Jesus’ life and teachings. 

As N.T. Wright puts it, these narratives, called the Gospel according to Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, are about 
“the story of God’s kingdom being launched on earth as in heaven, generating a new state of affairs in which the power of evil has been decisively defeated, the new creation has been decisively launched, and Jesus’s followers have been commissioned and equipped to put that victory and that inaugurated new world into practice”
(Wright, Surprised by Hope, 204).

As you read the passage for today, can I invite you to keep in the back of your mind that the meaning and significance of Jesus’ death and resurrection cannot be understood in isolation. Wright summarizes the context from within which to explore the meaning and significance of Jesus’ death and resurrection well:
“The impression made by Jesus on one person after another, one village after another, one community after another, seems to have been constant. Wherever he went, he was celebrating the arrival of God’s kingdom, as often as not by partying with people who would normally be excluded because of their apparently shady moral background”
(Wright, The Day the Revolution Began, 102).

This is what Jesus is all about! Establishing a new way of life, one that makes the flourishing of all creation possible.

It is not just about your future (i.e., heaven) but about here and now, anticipating and making visible (partially) what things will be like when all of creation can flourish which is the goal of the revolution started by Jesus.

With that in mind, here is the link to the slides with the passage for today: Wednesday before Easter, March 31st, 2021

I also included the slides as images below in case the link does not work for you.
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50 Then all his disciples deserted him and ran away.

51 One young man following behind was clothed only in a long linen shirt.
When the mob tried to grab him, 52 he slipped out of his shirt and ran
away naked.

53 They took Jesus to the high priest’'s home where the leading priests,
the elders, and the teachers of religious law had gathered.

54 Meanwhile, Peter followed him at a distance and went right into the
high priest’s courtyard. There he sat with the guards, warming himself by
the fire.

55 Inside, the leading priests and the entire high council- were trying to
find evidence against Jesus, so they could put him to death. But they
couldn’t find any. 56 Many false withesses spoke against him, but they
contradicted each other.

57 Finally, some men stood up and gave this false testimony: 58 “"We
heard him say, ‘I will destroy this Temple made with human hands, and
in three days I will build another, made without human hands.””5° But
even then they didn’t get their stories straight!
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60 Then the high priest stood up before the others and asked Jesus,
“Well, aren’t you going to answer these charges? What do you have to
say for yourself?”

61 But Jesus was silent and made no reply. Then the high priest asked
him, “"Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?”

62 Jesus said, "I AM. And you will see the Son of Man seated in the place
of power at God’s right hand» and coming on the clouds of heaven.»”
63 Then the high priest tore his clothing to show his horror and said, “Why
do we need other witnesses?
64 You have all heard his blasphemy. What is your verdict?”
“Guilty!” they all cried. “He deserves to die!”

65 Then some of them began to spit at him, and they blindfolded him and
beat him with their fists. “"Prophesy to us,” they jeered. And the guards
slapped him as they took him away.
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» What is your reaction to Judas’ behaviour?
» What are your thoughts? What can we learn from his role in this story?

» What are your thoughts about the person pulling out a sword?

N.T. Wright points out that it is significant that the person remains
anonymous and is also not called a follower or friend of Jesus
because the behaviour contradicts the way of life captured in Jesus’
teachings (Wright, Mark for Everyone, 203).

Notice the irony and significance of how Jesus’ arrest is portrayed.
Jesus asks, "Am I some dangerous revolutionary?” How the Roman
officials went about his arrest seems to suggest that they thought so.
Notice Jesus’ peaceful surrender. Yes, Jesus is a revolutionary but not the
violent kind. The revolution Jesus started is about peace and justice
working towards the flourishing of all creation! Easter is about this
“Jesus-way-of-life” and how it is stronger than death and evil.
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What about the first recorded streaker in history?

James R. Edwards pointedly remarks that “the identity of this naked
fugitive has been clothed in much speculation”
(Edwards, The Gospel according to Mark, 440).

Perhaps the ambiguity is intentional inviting us to ponder our own
response.
» What do you do when Jesus’ behaviour and teachings does not fit
your frame of reference?
» What is your response to this revolutionary movement started by
Jesus?

Perhaps you also want to run away! But please keep your cloth on (-:
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We are told about false charges brought up against Jesus.
None really stick and Jesus does not respond.

But when the high priest asks Jesus, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of
the Blessed One?” Jesus responds affirmative and adds a reference to
ancient literature talking about the hopes of Israel around the coming of
a Messiah, someone who will set things right.

In other words, Jesus says, “yes, I am the one sent by God to provide a
way forward.”

Jesus did not fit their expectations, as their reactions reveal.
» What are your expectations?

» What do you want/desire from Jesus?
» What do you think Jesus is all about?
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Take some time to ponder this line from our reading for today:

“"Then some of them began to spit at him, and they blindfolded him
and beat him with their fists.”

» Who is Jesus and what is he like?
» Who is Jesus to you?
» How does suffering and weakness fit into your image of Jesus and God?

Jesus was spat at, blindfolded, and beat with fists.

> What does it mean to become more like Jesus?
> What does it mean to follow Jesus?
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Mark 14:43-65

43 And immediately, even as Jesus said this, Judas, one of the twelve
disciples, arrived with a crowd of men armed with swords and clubs.
They had been sent by the leading priests, the teachers of religious law,
and the elders.

44 The traitor, Judas, had given them a prearranged signal: “You will
know which one to arrest when I greet him with a kiss. Then you can
take him away under guard.”

45 As soon as they arrived, Judas walked up to Jesus. “"Rabbi!” he
exclaimed, and gave him the kiss.

46 Then the others grabbed Jesus and arrested him. 47 But one of the
men with Jesus pulled out his sword and struck the high priest’s slave,
slashing off his ear.

48 Jesus asked them, "Am I some dangerous revolutionary, that you
come with swords and clubs to arrest me? 42 Why didn’t you arrest me in
the Temple? I was there among you teaching every day. But these things
are happening to fulfill what the Scriptures say aboyt €.
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