
Hi everyone, 
 
Stories have the capacity to communicate in a way that abstract truth claims cannot. 
 

In the reading assigned for today, the author of the Gospel according to John paints a 
picture depicting the meaning and significance of Jesus’ death and resurrection for us 
today. Instead of being a distant reader trying to determine abstract meaning (or the 
lack thereof), can I invite you to bring yourself with all of your good and bad 
experiences to the reading of this passage for today? 
 

The details mentioned are important. What John is communicating is that Jesus 
provides a new way forward, hope despite despair. In order to make sense of the 
reading for today from John 21:1-17 we must first recall some details from a story that 
John recorded just before the condemnation of Jesus leading to his crucifixion. So 
before we get to the passage for today, please first read the following parts from John 
18 below: 
 

Jesus was just arrested and is now on his way to stand trial. The following reading 
picks up at this point: 

 

15 Simon Peter followed Jesus, as did another of the disciples. That other disciple was 
acquainted with the high priest, so he was allowed to enter the high priest’s courtyard 

with Jesus. 16 Peter had to stay outside the gate. Then the disciple who knew the high 
priest spoke to the woman watching at the gate, and she let Peter in. 17 The woman 

asked Peter, “You’re not one of that man’s disciples, are you? “No,” he said, “I am not." 
18 Because it was cold, the household servants and the guards had made a charcoal 
fire. They stood around it, warming themselves, and Peter stood with them, warming 

himself. 
 

In contrast to Peter, the following verses describe Jesus’ faithfulness and truthfulness 
during the trial. 

The narrative then comes back to Peter. 
 

25 Meanwhile, as Simon Peter was standing by the fire warming himself, they asked 
him again, “You’re not one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it, saying, “No, I am 

not.”  
26 But one of the household slaves of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear 
Peter had cut off, asked, “Didn’t I see you out there in the olive grove with Jesus?” 27 

Again Peter denied it. And immediately a rooster crowed. 
 

With this story in mind, read the passage for today following the link to the slides for 
today below and notice connections/repetitions/contrast: 
Sunday Apr. 18th, 2021 
I also included the slides as images below just in case the link does not work for you. 
 

Andreas 

https://1drv.ms/p/s!AhIsmK7XfsGDlA2-2pPusXlZvwr6


 

 

                        
               

                           

                                                                
                 

                                                         

                                                                 

                              

            
                                                                        
                                                                   
                                                                   

                                             
                                       

                                                                         
                         

                           



 

 

                                                                         
                                                             

                   
                                                                      
                                                                    

                                      

                                                                          
                                                                           

                                                      

                                                                         
                                                                  

                                                                 
                              

                           

                                                         
                                                                     

                                                 

                                                 
                                                       

                          

                                                

                                                                       
                              

                           



 

 

                                                                     
                         

                                                  
                                    

                                                                  
                                               

                                        

                                                                
                                                                           

                                               
                                

                           

                                                                        
               

                                                                      
                                                                

                                  

                                                                   
                          

                                                                      
                                                                      

                                                                       
                                                                          

                              

                           



 

 

                                                                    
                                                                       
                                                                        

                                                         

                                               

                                                                          
                                                                      

                                                                     
                     

                                                                         
                                                                      
                                                                      
                                                                   
                                                                      

         
                           

                                                             
                                                                        

                                    

                                                         
                                                                   

                          
                                     

                                                                      
                                                                 

                                      

                           



 

 

                                                        
                                                                       

                   

                                                                     
                                                                   

                                          

                                                           
                                                          

                            

                                                                     
                                                                 

                                      

                           

                                                      

                                                         

                                         

                                                          

                                                        
    

                           


