
Hi everyone, 
 
Today is the first Sunday after Pentecost. Last week I pointed out that 
Pentecost is about God showing up in a new way. Still today, God shows 
up in new ways making the only place where we can be—our bodies—her 
home.  
 

 
 
No longer is God far away, even though God can certainly seem distant to 
us. God dwells in us, the Spirit of love whispering to our spirit, “You are the 
beloved of God.” This is revolutionary because of its implications, scope, 
and inclusiveness as the story from the Gospel of John for today 
illuminates. 
 
The story for today is an invitation to respond to the sparks that the divine 
Spirit throws at us in and through life and everyday experiences. What God 
cares about is not what group we do or do not belong to but whether or 
how we respond to the fresh breath of the Spirit blowing in our lives.  
 
A question you are wrestling with can be such a spark. Or noticing the 
beauty all around us. Or perhaps something you read can become such a 
spark and invitation. Sometimes even bad things happening to us can 
kickstart a journey of discovery. 

                     



As you read the story for today, ask yourself, “What have you done in the 
last 5 years in terms of spirituality and church that has changed your, or 
someone else’s, life?” 
 
You will likely notice some loaded terminology in the reading for today. Can 
I invite you to check and notice your assumptions about what certain terms 
mean? It is all too easy to miss the beauty and invitation in this story if we 
read abstract concepts into some of the terms and phrases mentioned in 
this passage. 
 
As you read the passage for today, keep the following insight from Diane 
Butler Bass in mind: “Although Western Christianity would eventually be 
defined as a belief system about God, throughout its first five centuries 
people understood it primarily as spiritual practices that offered a 
meaningful way of life in this world—not as a neat set of doctrines, an 
esoteric belief, or the promise of heaven. By practicing Jesus’ teachings, 
followers of the way discovered that their lives were made better on a 
practical spiritual path” (Bass, Christianity After Religion, 149).  
 
Jesus started a new way of going about life aimed at the new creation 
when and where everyone and everything can flourish. The new life Jesus 
invites us to join is not merely about a new way of thinking but a way of 
doing life. 
 
With that in mind, here is the link to the slides for today: Sunday May 30th, 
2021 
 
I also included the slides as images below in case the link does not work 
for you. 
 
I would be surprised if today's passage does not raise questions for you. I 
am always happy to chat if you are interested. 
 
Andreas 
 

https://1drv.ms/p/s!AhIsmK7XfsGDlRSa-FXo2b89LPJd
https://1drv.ms/p/s!AhIsmK7XfsGDlRSa-FXo2b89LPJd


 

 

                                                                 

           
                                                                     
                                                                        
                                                                         

                                         
                                                                           

                        

                                                                 
                                               

                                                                  
                                                                      
                                                                           

                                                                       
                                                                           

                                                                      
        

                                                  
                                                                       
                                                                     
                                                                      
                                                                      
                                                                      

                                                          
                                                                  

                                                                       
                                       

                                                                        
                                                                   

                                                                           
                      



 

 

                                                                        
                                                                    

                                                                       
                                                                       

                                                                     
                                                                            
                                                                      

                                                   
                                            

                                                                     
                                                                          

               

                                                        

                                                                           
                                                                               
                                                                         

                               
                                                 

                                                                       
                                                                        

                                                                       
                                                      

                                                                            
                                                                          

                                                                           
           



 

 

                                                                     
                                                                   

                                            

                                                                      
                                                                      
                                                                           

                       

                                                                    
                                    

                                                                    
                                        

                                                                   
                                 

                                                                 
                   

                                                                      
                                                                     

               

                                                                     
                                                                           
                                                                            

                                                                   
                                                   

                                                                      
                                                                      

            



 
 

                                                                       
                                                

                                                                   
                                                             

                                                                       
                                                                    

                       

                     
                                                               
                                                 


