
Hi everyone, 
 

 

June 20th or June 21st marks the Anglican Church of Canada’s National 
Indigenous Day of Prayer. Check out the beautiful story/video provided by 

the Indigenous Ministries of the Anglican Church of Canada to mark 
“National Indigenous Day of Prayer.” You can find the link below... 

  
The Psalm assigned for today is one of those that can be rather puzzling. 

That’s the thing with the Psalms. They can be so beautiful and touch a nerve 
because they connect with where we are and how we feel. At the same time, 

some of the language seems so bizarre that any connection seems 
impossible. 

 
One of the reasons why some Psalms don’t seem to speak to us today 

has to do with how we see ourselves and others. The revolutionary edge of 

the Psalms is often ignored because of this assumption that “we” are the 
good ones. With that assumption, some Psalms simply don't make any 

sense.  
The Psalms are about reform, even revolution, aimed at a way of life 

that allows for the flourishing of all creation. The Psalms call for justice and 
equity for everyone and portray God as working against those who 

perpetrate injustice and opposing those who flourish at the expense of 
others. 

The Psalms are about liberation, changing things for the better! The 
discovery of unmarked graves at Residential Schools challenges our 

conventional readings of some Psalms. As you read the Psalm for today, 
keep the disgusting injustice of unmarked mass graves in mind. What do 

you notice? 
  

Psalm 9:9-20 

9 All who are oppressed may come to Yahweh as a high 
    shelter in the time of trouble, a perfect hiding place. 

10 For everyone who knows your wonderful name 
    keeps putting their trust in you. 

    They can count on you for help no matter what. 
    O Lord, you will never, no never, neglect those 

    who come to you. 
11 Listen, everyone! Sing out your praises to the God 

    who rules in Zion! 
    Tell the world about all the miracles he has done! 
12 He tracks down killers and avenges bloodshed, 

    but he will never forget the ones forgotten by others, 
    hearing every one of their cries for justice. 

 



13 So now, O Lord, don’t forget me. 
    Have mercy on me. 

    Take note of how I’ve been humiliated 
    at the hands of those who hate me. 

    You are the one who can snatch me away from the gates of death. 
14 Then I will sing your praises as I pass through the gates 

    of the Daughter of Zion, rejoicing in your deliverance! 
15 For the nations get trapped 

    in the very snares they set for others. 
    The hidden trap they set for the weak 
    has snapped shut upon themselves! 

16 Yahweh is famous for his justice. 
    While the wicked are digging a pit for others, 

    they are actually setting the terms for their own judgment. 
    They will fall into their own pit. 

Consider the truth of this[a] 
and pause in his presence 

 
17 Don’t forget this: all the wicked will one day 
    fall into the darkness of death’s domain,[b] 

    including the nations that forget God and reject his ways. 
18 He will not forget the needs of the poor. 
    One day the needy will be remembered, 

    and their hopes will not be forever dashed in disappointment. 
19 Yahweh, it’s time to arise and judge 

    the nations who defy you. 
    Don’t let rebellious men triumph. 

20 Make them tremble in fear before your presence. 
    Place a lawgiver over them. 

    Make them know that they are only puny, frail humans 
    who must give account to you! 

Pause in his presence 

  

For me, especially verses 17-20 seem to carry significance and energy.  
 

All humans will “fall into the darkness of death’s domain” but mass graves 
are something different altogether. Aren’t unmarked mass graves the 

definition of what it means to be “wicked?” Haven’t those who are 
responsible for the mass graves “forgotten God and rejected her ways?” 

 
Verse 18 reminds us that God has not forgotten what has happened and the 

hopes of the oppressed “will not be forever dashed in disappointment.” As 

one of the leaders at the Candlelight Vigil at Centennial Park on June 
2nd said, “Perhaps this is the time to get it right.” 

 



Yes, “it’s time to arise and judge” those responsible for all the pain and 
suffering caused. This is about justice. God cares about justice. This means 

that those not committed to working towards justice and reconciliation defy 
God. 

 
The final line of verse 19 is an invitation or call to action as well as a prayer: 

“Don’t let rebellious men triumph.” All of us are invited back to the ways of 
God: the way of peace, love, and justice aimed at the flourishing of all 

creation. 
 

God cares so deeply and strongly about justice and the flourishing of all 
creation that anyone causing injustice or keeping others from flourishing 

ought to “tremble in fear before God’s presence;” not because God is mean, 
but because God cares! 

 

“Place a lawgiver over them” is the prayer of all those who thirst for justice. 
 

O the pride and arrogance that made the injustice epitomized by the 
unmarked graves possible. And so we pray, “make them know that they are 

only puny, frail humans who must give account to you!” 
 

May we all learn to see ourselves with humility as belonging to the 
one family of humanity loved perfectly and without restrictions by 

God! 
  

 
These are the days when the needs of the oppressed are remembered not 

only by God but now also by us. 
  

Psalm 9 and 10 together form one acrostic poem. The following verses from 

Psalm 10 seem significant for us today: 
  

Psalm 10:12-15 
Wake up, YHWH! O God, lift up your hand! 

Don’t forget those who are helpless! 
Why do the violent renounce you, God? 

Why do they say in their hearts, 
“You won’t call me to account”? 

But you do see; 
You see every trouble, every cause for grief; 

You ponder it and take it into your hand. 
The helpless commit themselves to you, 

You are the helper of the orphan. 
Break the arm of the violent and the evildoer! 

Seek out corruption till you find no more!  



This sounds like a fruitful prayer for us today. May we truly become 
people of God; people who increasingly reflect God’s character and 

her passion for justice, liberation, and the flourishing of all creation. 
  

Please check out the beautiful video provided by Indigenous Ministries of the 
Anglican Church of Canada following this link: The Strawberry Story, written 

by the late Canon Ginny Doctor, read by Donna Bomberry 
  

Andreas 
 

https://vimeo.com/564708976
https://vimeo.com/564708976

