
Hi everyone, 
 
Finally! It has been way too long. We will meet in person this coming Sunday, July 
4th, at 10:30am on the lawn outside the church. If you want to, bring your own comfy 
lawn chair. Other chairs will be available.  

For now, we decided to not gather indoors. This means that if the weather does 
not cooperate, we will not be able to gather. To make up for this, I am more than open 
to spontaneous gatherings outside as the weather allows. 
 
For decades, people in the church have asked, “why are not more people coming to 
church?” Much energy has been spent answering and addressing this question. One of 
the changes we have witnessed over the last few decades is the emergence of new 
questions.  

In our current context the question is now, “Why would I go to church?”  
The pandemic has pushed this question only more front and center. Questions are good 
and it is always good to hear different perspectives. And so my question is, “Why would 
you go to church?” 
 
This question is important to ask and answer because, as Diana Butler Bass points out, 
“If we know why we engage in a particular activity, we experience deeper spiritual 
connections.” (Bass, Christianity After Religion, 154) Answering the question “Why 
would you go to church?” with “because that is what we have always done!” is no longer 
adequate and certainly not satisfying to the vast majority of people.  
 
Bass proposes that “The primary why for any Christian practice is that the action, 
in some way, imitates Jesus.” (Bass, Christianity After Religion, 154)  
 
Why would you go to church? Because Jesus gathered with other people to talk 
about life and God. And because gathering with other people to talk about life and God 
can help us grow and become the person we are meant to be—more and more like 
Jesus.  
Imagine what this world, what Jasper, could be like if all of us would be more like Jesus! 
It would be truly revolutionary! Everyone, in fact all of creation, would be moving closer 

towards the goal of flourishing. That is what God wants. That is what God is working 
towards: the flourishing of all creation. We are invited to participate. Church, faith, and 

spirituality is all about partnering with God towards the goal of flourishing. 
 

Another question that has emerged over the last few decades is "Where is God?" or 
"Where was God during this or that...?" I wonder if pondering "Where is/was God?" can 
be fruitful for you. God wants to meet us in personal and unique ways. 
 
When you read this we will already know who our next Bishop is. To encourage 
reflection and prayer for the election, Rev. Scott Sharman from Edmonton shared the 
following reflection: 

“Over the past several months, I have been doing a lot of reflection on the concept of 
"synodality" in various circles of my work. I have come more and more to appreciate the 



significance of this term, with roots in the Greek language, for the way that it combines 
the ideas of "together" (syn) and "on the way" (hodos). Jesus himself used this term 
hodos when speaking about himself as "the way." The earliest Christians were often 
referred to as hodos as well; the "followers of the way." Without a stretch, therefore, we 
can say that being synodal -- not in the limited sense of meetings we have from time to 
time to do church business, but in the expansive sense of always being called to be 
people who are on the move, and people who move along with others -- is a 
foundational image of what it means to follow Jesus. 
 
For some time, being Church became something that was often rather static and solo. 
The Church of establishment sometimes felt it didn't have to move very much to catch 
up to the places where God was doing a new thing because it thought it had it all 
contained inside. The Church of dominance sometimes failed to walk along the way with 
others as genuine fellow travellers, thinking it had already arrived at the destination and 
it was simply up to those others to catch up. Both of these distortions have caused great 
harm to our neighbours, and to the ecclesial community itself. 
 
I believe we are at the point in this generation where, if it is to continue in its vocation, 
the people of God are going to have to get outside and on the land again, to start 
moving some more to places we do not know, and to find a bunch of new and 
unexpected partners to travel beside. If and as the Church does these things, I am sure 
we will meet the healing and transforming Spirit of Jesus there again and anew.” 
 
  
We are on the way together trying to figure out what it means to be people who are on 
this journey of becoming more and more like Jesus. It is in the context of doing exactly 
that, that we will find answers to why we meet together. My prayer is that “we will meet 
the healing and transforming Spirit of Jesus there again and anew.” 
 
I am looking forward to being on the way together. I am looking forward to seeing as 
many of you as possible in person this coming Sunday! 
 
Andreas 
 


