
Happy Easter everyone! 
 

 

Which one is your favorite egg? What do you think? Which one looks most like me? 
 

 
 
I hope many of you had a chance to get a marigold as part of the Scavenger Hunt. 

There is still time! For more info, check out the poster below. 

Putting seeds in the ground and then watching a plant rise out of the soil provides a 

wonderful way to think about the meaning of Jesus’ resurrection. The growing plant is 
not exactly the same as the seed. Something new is happening. There is change and 

growth but also continuity. 
 

Below is a link to the slides for today with one eyewitness account of what happened on 
this first Easter morning. There is disagreement about the details and about the 

meaning of what happened but something did happen. As you read this account from 
the Gospel of Mark, ask yourself, “What happened?” 

 

Before you read, here are a few thoughts that will hopefully be helpful as you ponder 
what happened on this first Easter morning and what it might mean for you. 

 
It is crucial to notice the distance between us and the original context of the passage 

you are going to read. Despite the distance, today just like 2000 years ago, it is and it 
was very common to conclude that dead people simply don’t rise. However, the 

resurrection is not primarily about what happens after death. Instead, the resurrection is 
about the revolution of God launching the new creation within the old. The resurrection 

says that the way things are is not the way life has to be or remain. There is hope! 

 



 
N.T. Wright helps us to see that in the ancient world, within the original context of the 

account of Jesus’ resurrection in the slides below, “the word resurrection in its Greek, 
Latin, or other equivalents was never used to mean life after death. Resurrection was 

used to denote new bodily life after whatever sort of life after death there might be” 
(Wright, Surprised by Hope, 36). Most ancient people believed in some form of life after 

death but the road to life after death was seen as a one-way street because of the 
overwhelming and unescapable power of death. 

 
If Jesus’ death and resurrection is merely about our souls going to haven, well, that is 

hardly a revolution. As history shows, this domesticated belief (souls escaping to 
heaven) allows for people to continue to go along with the broken ways of this world, 

the evil ways of power and money. Within the souls-escaping-to-heaven way of thinking, 
what Jesus accomplished remains in the abstract. However, the resurrection is about the 

new creation (including but not only about heaven), partially in the present, complet in 

the future. Jesus provides the starting point of the new creation within the world as we 

know it. Isaiah describes the new creation in the from of poetry like this: 

6 In that day the wolf and the lamb will live together; 
    the leopard will lie down with the baby goat. 

The calf and the yearling will be safe with the lion, 
    and a little child will lead them all. 

7 The cow will graze near the bear. 
    The cub and the calf will lie down together. 

    The lion will eat hay like a cow. 
8 The baby will play safely near the hole of a cobra. 

    Yes, a little child will put its hand in a nest of deadly snakes without harm. 
(Isaiah 11:6-8) 

 
Jesus’ resurrection is about both: the future complete coming together of the new 

creation and our embodied lives right now. It’s about a new way of life, one that flows 

out of the belief that love is stronger than death. We can see signs of this all around us. 
The new creation has been launched from within the world as we know it with all the 

brokenness, pain, and suffering. Things are not yet the way they are supposed to be but 
one day they will. We are already invited to participate in this new way of life started by 

Jesus and partner with God working towards the flourishing of all creation. 
 

As Wright points out, “believing in the resurrection of Jesus suddenly ceases to be a 
matter of inquiring about an odd event in the first century and becomes a matter of 

rediscovering hope in the twenty-first century.” Wright goes on to point out that “hope is 
what you get when you suddenly realize that a different worldview is possible, a 

worldview in which the rich, the powerful, and the unscrupulous do not after all have the 
last word.”  

 
This means that “the same worldview shift that is demanded by the resurrection of Jesus 

is the shift that will enable us to transform the world” (Wright, Surprised by Hope, 75). 

Things do not have to remain the way they are! We are invited to participate in this 
revolution started by Jesus and partner with God working towards the day when all 

creation can flourish. There is hope! The way of life proposed by those in power, by 



those who have all the money, is not the only way. The “Jesus-way-of-life,” the way of 
self-sacrificial love, is stronger than the way of power and money, stronger even than 

death. 
 

With that in mind, here is the link to the slides with the account of Jesus’ resurrection as 
recorded in the Gospel of Mark as well as some reflections on what this means for us 

today: Happy Easter!!! Apr. 4th, 2021 
 

I also included the slides as images below in case the link does not work for you. 
 

Happy Easter! 
 

Andreas 

 

https://1drv.ms/p/s!AhIsmK7XfsGDlAkiof_UyfpFqHR8


                             
                           

 ark       

 aturday evening, when the  abbath ended,  ary  agdalene,  ary the 
mother of James, and  alome went out and purchased burial spices so 

they could anoint Jesus  body.
  ery early on  unday morning,  ust at sunrise, they went to the tomb.

  n the way they were asking each other,  Who will roll away the stone 
for us from the entrance to the tomb  

  ut as they arrived, they looked up and saw that the stone, which was 
very large, had already been rolled aside.

 When they entered the tomb, they saw a young man clothed in a white 
robe sitting on the right side.

                           



The women were shocked,  but the angel said,   on t be alarmed.  ou 
are looking for Jesus of  a areth, who was crucified. He isn t here  He is 

risen from the dead   ook, this is where they laid his body.

  ow go and tell his disciples, including  eter, that Jesus is going ahead 
of you to Galilee.  ou will see him there,  ust as he told you before he 

died. 

 The women fled from the tomb, trembling and bewildered, and they 
said nothing to anyone because they were too frightened.

                           

There is no reason to be frightened if Jesus having been raised from the 
dead is about their souls going to heaven after they die. 

The women responded the way they did because they understood what 
Jesus  bodily resurrection meant. 

They understood that Jesus had launched a revolution, a new way of 
life that challenges the way things are. 

 ary  agdalene, the other  ary, and  alome were frightened because 
they could already see how the revolution started by Jesus confronts 

the status  uo. 

 espite the patriarchal history of the institutional church and despite 
the patriarchal conte t, three women are the first participants in, and 

witnesses to, the revolution started by Jesus 

                           



 

 

 

 

Talking about what Jesus has accomplished, Wright points out that  a 
new sort of power will be let loose upon the world, and it will be the 
power of self giving love. This is the heart of the revolution that was 
launched on Good  riday.  ou cannot defeat the usual sort of power by 
the usual sort of means. If one force overcomes another, it is still 
 force  that wins.  ather, at the heart of the victory of God over all the 
powers of the world there lies self giving love.  (Wright,             
                ,     

 What  s your response?

It makes sense to have  uestions and even be frightened like the two 
 arys and  alome. 

We are  n  ted not  erely to  el e e a stra t truth  la  s  ut to 
 o n th s re olut on of self sa r f   al lo e started  y  esus and 
partner   th  od  ork n  to ards the flour sh n  of all  reat on 

 hat s  hat  aster  s a out 
                           

 inally, here is a reflection by Henri  ouwen on what the resurrection of
Jesus means for us today:

 The resurrection does not solve our problems about dying and death. 
It is not the happy ending to our life s struggle, nor is it the big surprise 
that God has kept in store for us.  o, the resurrection is the e pression 
of God s faithfulness to Jesus and to all God s children. Through the 

resurrection, God has said to Jesus,   ou are indeed my beloved  on, 
and my love is everlasting,  and to us God has said,   ou indeed are my 
beloved children, and my love is everlasting.  The resurrection is God s 
way of revealing to us that nothing that belongs to God will ever go to 
waste. What belongs to God will never get lost  not even our mortal 
bodies. The resurrection doesn t answer any of our curious  uestions 
about life after death, such as: How will it be  How will it look   ut it 

does reveal to us that, indeed, love is stronger than death.  
(Henri  ouwen 

 nd   th that,  appy  aster   appy  aster  ndeed 
                           


